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The Department of Education serves as the lead agency of Early ACCESS, a
multiagency partnership supporting infants and toddlers with special needs, and
their families. Partners include: the lowa Department of Education, lowa Depart-
ment of Human Services, lowa Department of Public Health, Child Health
Specialty Clinics, families and other public and private persons, agencies and
associations that serve young children with special needs and their families.

This document was prepared to meet the needs of families of children eligible for
Early ACCESS, birth to age three. It has also been found helpful to families of
children with special needs age three and older.

This document fulfills, in part, the IDEA, Part C 303.301 requirements of making
a printed central directory available to families of children receiving Early
ACCESS services. The document is available to the general public at all commu-
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Dear Parents and Providers:

This resource manual was prepared with you in mind. We know parents
and providers are looking for sources of information about programs
to help children.

Our name, Early ACCESS, represents our support to families in accessing
the resources and services they need early in their children's lives. You
will find information in the manual about resources that other Towa
families of children with special needs have found helpful.

We know that finding and figuring out how to get a resource can
sometimes be a challenge. We hope this information will simplify that
process. Please look at the matrix chart in the front of the manual to

help you find the resources and services that you may need for your
child.

We also want to encourage you to talk with an Early ACCESS Service
Coordinator. They can assist you in figuring out what resources to look
for, and how to get them. Tf You are not currently connected to an
Early ACCESS Service coordinator, call Towa COMPASS at 1-800-
779-2001 or TTY: 1-877-686-0032 o get the number of the Early
ACCESS office in your area. You may also contact the Early ACCESS
Regional Coordinator listed on Pages 283 and 284 of the manual.

Sincerely,

Julie Curry
State Coordinator for Early ACCESS
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Early ACCESS
Overview...

What is Early ACCESS?

provided to infants and toddlers with special needs and their

families. Families and providers work together to identify and
address specific family concerns and priorities as they relate to the
child’s overall growth and development. In addition, broader family
needs and concerns can be addressed by locating other supportive ser-
vices/resources in the local community for the family and/or child.

E arly ACCESS is a system of early intervention services

The purpose of the Early ACCESS system of services is for families and
staff to work together in identifying, coordinating, and providing needed
services/resources that will help the family assist their infant or toddler to
grow and develop. The system is made up of many partners: providers
from local public health, human services, child health specialty clinics,
area education agencies, and other community programs.

Who is eligible?

Infants or toddlers under the age of three may be eligible for Early
ACCESS. Eligible children are those who:

* have a condition or disability that is known to have a high
probability of later delays if early intervention services were
not provided;

or

» are already experiencing a 25 percent delay in one or more areas
of growth or development.

Evaluation and assessment activities are provided at no cost to fami-
lies to determine if a child is eligible for Early ACCESS.

lowa Programs Providing and Financing Children's Care and Services - 2002
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What are early intervention services?

Early intervention services is a name for a number of services that
have been found to be helpful to young children with special needs,
and their families. The Early ACCESS system works with all of its
partners to assure that the following early intervention services are avail-
able, if needed, for each eligible child and their family.

The Early ACCESS Service Coordinator and service providers work to-
gether with the family to identify priorities and develop a unique plan to
address them. The team determines appropriate services for each child,
which are written on an Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP). All early
intervention services are to be provided in the child’s natural environment,
including the home and other community settings where children of the
same age, without disabilities, would participate.

Services required to be available to children and families include:

+ Assistive Technology * Physical Therapy

* Audiology * Psychology

* Family Training/Counseling * Social Work

* Health Services » Special Instruction

* Medical evaluations to * Speech Language Therapy
determine eligibility * Vision

* Nursing * Transportation

* Nutrition
* Occupational Therapy

For more detailed definitions of each service, parents and providers
can contact the child and families Service Coordinator or the Early
ACCESS Regional Coordinator in each area of the state. See pages
283 and 284.

What is a Service Coordinator?

Service Coordinator is the family’s personal guide to the

services and resources they may need for their infant/

toddler, and family. The Early ACCESS Service Coordinator
will:

+ listen to the family’s hopes, priorities, concerns, wishes, and
questions;
* answer questions the family has and give more information

Iowa Programs Providing and Financing Children's Care and Services - 2002



about Early ACCESS;

* help to find out about the child’s health;

assist in discovering how the child best plays, learns, communi-
cates, and moves;

* help arrange evaluation and assessment activities to determine
eligibility;

 tell families about resources and services in the community that
match their priorities and concerns;

» work together with the family and providers to design a unique
plan for the infant/toddler and family;

* help coordinate the services and review the progress made on
the plan.

What is the cost?

There are no costs to families for:

* service coordination activities;

» evaluation and assessment activities to determine eligibility;

» evaluation and assessment activities to identify the concerns,
priorities, and resources of the family;

* development and reviews of the Individualized Family
Service Plan (IFSP).

The Service Coordinator works with the family to determine costs
and payment arrangements for the services listed on the IFSP. Costs
are determined by a variety of factors that are individualized to each
child and family.

Need more information?

Call the Early ACCESS Regional Coordinator in your local area (pages
283 and 284) for resource information or referral to local Early AC-
CESS services. Call (515) 281-4522 for product information and free
multilingual resources on early intervention.

What is lowa COMPASS?

owa COMPASS is a free information and referral program for
I disability information. lowa COMPASS provides a toll-free num-
ber that people can call for a wide range of information on ser-
vices and supports for individuals with a disability. The hours are
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Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Information specialists are avail-
able via telephone and e-mail to answer questions about various programs
or to help locate resources. They also have a web site with a searchable
database for people to do their own searches for information.

What services are provided?

Information and referral services.

Where are services provided?

Not applicable

Who is eligible/age requirements and
cost for service?

Anyone may use this service at NO COST.

For more information:

Voice:  1-800-779-2001

TTY: 1-877-686-0032
WEB:  http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/iowacompass/
e-mail:  lowa-compass@uiowa.edu
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Area Education Agency
(AEA) and School Districts
Early Childhood and

Special Education Services

Description of Program and Services:

and local school districts are available to provide a variety of

ser-vices and resources to support families and young children,
birth through five years of age. Families and early childhood provid-
ers can request information about young children’s development, have
children’s hearing, vision, and development checked, and work with
early childhood professionals to enhance children’s learning.

E arly childhood professionals in the Area Education Agencies

Early childhood professionals also provide training and work directly
with early childhood providers in community settings such as preschool,
child care, and Head Start programs to meet the developmental learn-
ing needs of young children. The Area Education Agencies and local
school districts collaborate with partners in the community such as;
health, human services, child care resource and referral, and commu-
nity action agencies in order to meet the needs of early childhood pro-
viders, children and families.

In addition, a team of professionals with expertise in early childhood
special education also provides specially designed interventions to
support children with special health, behavioral or developmental needs.
The interventions are designed to enhance the development of chil-
dren, and support the families’ priorities and concerns.

Where services are provided:

The settings where services are provided vary, depending on the
children’s age, as well as the resources being requested, and the ser-
vices that the providers, children and families, may need to support
and enhance children’s development.
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What services
are provided:

 Assistive Technology
* Audiology

* Family Training and
Counseling

* Health Services (In-
cludes: services neces-
sary to enable a child
to benefit from other
early interventions
services, including
nursing services. Does
not include: Services
that are surgical in
nature; purely medical
in nature; devices
necessary to control or
treat a medical or other
condition; or medical-
health services
that are routinely
recommended for
all children.

* Occupational Therapy
» Physical Therapy

» Psychological Services
* Social Work Services

» Speech-Language
Pathology

* Special Instruction

* Transportation and
Related Costs

* Vision Services
* Professional Develop-

ment for Early Child-
hood Providers



For example, the services may be provided during a child care training
or parent education class offered in the community. Services for chil-
dren and families may be provided in families’ homes or early child-
hood settings such as: preschools, licensed child care centers, regis-
tered child care homes, or Head Start programs. Children could re-
ceive services in early childhood special education settings in the local
school districts. Services may also be provided in a combination of
these settings.

Who is eligible/age requirements:

Early childhood services are for children, birth through 5 years of age,
their families, and early childhood providers serving this age group.

The early childhood services that provide information and support to en-
hance children’s early learning experiences are for all families and early
childhood providers; therefore, there are no eligibility requirements.

Children that need specialized interventions to support their develop-
ment are determined eligible by a team of professionals that may rep-
resent education, health, and human services. For infants and toddlers,
eligibility is based on a developmental delay or high probability of
experiencing a delay. For preschool-aged children, ages 3 and older,
eligibility is based on their need for special education services.

Cost for service;:

Early childhood services provided to children and families are provided at
no charge to families. There may be a fee for training opportunities for
early childhood providers offered through the Area Education Agencies.

For more information or application:

Requests for information should be made to an AEA (Appendix
beginning on page 217) or to a local school district.
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- - What Services
Child Care Assistance are Provided:

Description of Program and Services: :

Financial Assistance
for Child Care

below, 140 percent of the federal poverty levels (see below).

Child care services are provided without regard to income for
families with a child with protective needs, participants in PROMISE
JOBS - approved activities, recipients of FIP, and people whose earned
income was considered in determining the needs of a FIP recipient.

C hild care assistance is available to families with income at, or

Financial Eligibility
Lega